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Several distinct forces have strongly influenced the
development of education in ILiberia in recent years. The
first force is social, This has effected habits of thought
and behavior as well., Relations with individuals and
neighbors have received a new and broader pergpective. The
other force which has gtimulated changes in our school system
is the steady increasing body of professional knowledge,

This body of professional knowledge is the results
coming from the policy of Government in having Liberian
youths treined in foreign countries. The youths are assist-
ing in implementing our expanding program by research and ex-
perimentations designed to improve the educational system.

BUDGET: To effectively prosecute our educational pro-
gram during the year Government allowed the Depariment of
Public Instruction §2,718, 710, 7This snoupt ie §278,710.
more than the previous year and can be considered about 15
percent of our national budget.

SCHOOT, BUITDINGS: In addition to the maintenance of

existing school buildings and the renovation of others, we
have been successful in constructing a modern high school
building in Marylend County end also four modern demonstra-
tion elementary schqol buildings in the four counties out-
side of the Capital., These four elementary schools and one

high school are staffed with personnel some of whom received
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training in foreign institutions snd we arc confident that
bhey will bring the standard of these schools on level

with other schools.

COMPARATIVE STATISTICS: The following is the compara-

tive statistics of schools in Liberia for 1957 and 1900,

showing number of schools, number of teachers and number

of students:

1957 1958 Remarks
No. of Schoolg o0 “637 17 Increase
No. of Teechers 1.6 1,958 : 146 "
No. of Students 534160 53,382 378 ‘deecresase

This apparent decrease is caused by the fact that
statistics for the schools in the Vestern Province were
not received. In addition to the 8 Supervisors of schools
and their assistents a2 few instructional supervising
teachers have been appointed and agsigned to the schools
and they are very helpful to the teachers.

FUNDAMENTAL EDUCATION: The Fundamental Eaqueation as

Carried on by the Depertment of Public Instruction has been

steady rise since 1953, The Program began as a joint

0

on

®

project between Unésco and the Liberian Government (JULEP).
iIn 1951 the first pilot projeet was begun in the village of
Dimeh, about nine miles from the Liberian Capital of Mon-
rovia, The project grew until in 1953 when the plans for
the building of the Rural Training Centre were begun. The

new Centre was dediceted in 1955 by the Precsident of Iiberia



- .
and the first group of treinces moved into residence.

The Bureau of Fundamental Education was set up in 1957
incorporating the functions of the former National Literacy
Compaign orgenized in 1950, Todey the Bureau runs and super-
vises the National Fundemental Education Centre at Klay, the
Webbo Centre, 13 community Development Centres and about
150 Literacy classes throughout the country. Administre-
tively, the Bureau is composed of the following divisions:
The Division of community Development; the Division of Adult
Literacy, the Divigion of Adult Education, the Division of
Production and Puyblication end the Division of Vomen Educa-
tione Each of these divisions hag its own functions but
works in close harmony with the others.

Since 1954 the Centre has trained 170 Rural Workers
who are now engaged in Community Development Activities
throughout the Country. The course offered is for both
men and women. Mele students are encouraged to bring their
wives and a special course has been designed for them.

RURAL TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTION: To extend the

benefits of Elementary Education to thousands of Rural
Children of school age who presently have little or no op-
portunity for schooling, the Governments of Liberia and the
United States Operations Mission to Liberia respectively
hawve projected a co-operative education program that will
result in the establishment of the Nation'g first Elemeniery

Teacher Training Institution to be located on 2 thousaad
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acre cempus in the Zorzor District of the Western Province,

The decision to plunge boldly into the hinterleand %o
set up Liberia's first Elementary Teacher Tpaining Institu-
tion is in line with the over-all long range planning to
accelerate development and unification of the Country by
concentrating on the Interior. Locating the training centre
decp in the Interior is intended to insure the degree of
ruralness nccessary to fit the trainees for their important
work in the villagess 1In addition, it is believed that such
a location will do much toward encoursgement. The cstablish~
ment written a few years of o frce and compulsary clementary
school system for all children between the ages of scven end
sixteen.

It is anticipated that thisg Ipstitution will accomplish
the Tollowing regults:

1. Test and demonstrate the most practicel and effec-
tive proccdures to be followed in the development and opera-—
tion of a rural Teacher Training Ipstitution - to serve ag a
guide in the esteablishment of other rural Teascher Treining
Institutions that will likely be cstablished in other loca-
tions in Liberia in the future:

2o Moke on importont contbtr bution Go the supply of
propefly qualified Elementary Teachers available to the
Village Schools in the Interior of the Country;

3¢ Stimulate Edueation in the Hinterlend:
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4., Utilize the competencics of advenced training of
Liberisn school specciclists who heve returncd from studies
overseas

5. Provide = coentre for co-ordineting educational
rescarch with perticular emphesis on Rural Edqucationg

The curricul n will include o study of English,

Genersl Mpthomatics, Gonerol Science, Agriculture snd Heme
Economics, Physical Edqucetion snd Health, Africen Geography,
Liberien History, Psychology and Introduction to Equecation.

Instructors will be highly quelitvied Liberisn Teachers with

&

Y

United Stntes Technicisns scrving as consultants and advi-
Sers.

TN-SERVICE EDUCATION: The nced for tcachers continual

growth in service is of major importance. Cognizent of this
fact, the Department of Public Instruction has stoiven for
meny years to providewsuitﬁblc in-gscrvice education programs
for Liberian teachers.

Prior to 1952 the only existing in-service progrom ioe
Tiberisn teachcrs wes a two-weck scesion Teacherst Instiﬁute;
In 1952 this institute wes re-orgeanized, expandcd end termed
Vacation Schools. In 1959 the four-week session was again
cxpended to six weeks to facilitate instruction of sufficient
length to equate it to one aceademic semester so as to enable
teachers to move from one academic level to another after

successful completion of two sessions of the Vacation School.
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To intensify the teachers improvement progrem and
thercby improve instruction in general, the Dgpertment of
Public Instruction in 1955 launched the Extension Educe-
tion progrem in two of the five counties as a pilot progran
The success of this progrem led to its expension througho ut

-

the country in 1956, and its continuation to the presecnt.

-

Enthusiosm on the pert of tecachers for Inservice training

has been tremendous.

(@]

Encouraging progress hasg also been made in this area.
Since 1955 more then 30 In~Scrv1ce teachers have received
Elementory School Certificates, 35 have received High School
Diplomas and more then 600 advanced from onc academic level
to another, To provide professional growth as well, the
curriculs include in addition, professional subjects, demon-
str?tions, arts and crafts, community development, scienti-

.,

fic sgriculture, oudio-wisusl 2ids and other essential ex-

CURRICULUM: Committee on Curriculum Reconstruction

wes organized to meke researches in different are?s_and
gyllabus on social studies besed on local materieals

1. The Committee hos prepercd minumum stenderds for
the certificetion of teachers. In those stendards certain
points were brought out for consideration and requirements
fixed were based on scientific and professionsal preparatioﬁ;

2., The sreas Lo be covered in the sgtudy and revision

includes arithmetic, science and agriculturc; language erts



and gocial studies; music art; heelth and physicel educatiol;
personal hygine and recreation.
This Committee hag divided itself into subcommittees

-

and esch group has materials or syllabus which it heos ex-

u‘

amincd with the other sub-committee and the moateriasls prepored

03

re gearcd to Liberian experiences in general community Develop-
ment wherever applicable.

We are stressing that supervisors and teachers who are

o

highly qualified in the wvario areags of the

e

r specialization

0

and cxperience be encoursged to participete in the study of
the curriculun,

We are concerned with criteria for evaluation of the
gains made by pupils in terms of tho objectives formulated

B

for the verious pupil experiences. The immediste road of
the pupils in the formulation of the object ves will be [he
principle consideration.

Ve arc concerned with content primeriely and of course
also with methodology, or how to do it.

In an Act passed by tﬂo Ic ciglature and approved by
the President on March 10, ¢958, minimum ftQ1agr dg fTor the
certification of teachers were set in Grode A, grade B oand
grade C. Certain academic courses were required as well as
professional and the appropriate number of semester hours

for esch course including practice teaching, This 1s Jjust

a brief outline of the work being done in the field of



PHYSICAL EDUCATION: Beginning 1957, Physical Bcucation

wes accelerated 11 the schools ol Liiberis growvine oud of
the extreme need for vhysicel fitness within the work of
ocur nation building progrsm. Towerds this end the Depsrt-
meas of Public Imifmuotwoq, through Whe Division of Physicel
Bducation and Health, declared it compulsory for physical
eaucation and Health to be included in the currioculum of

To implement thig progrem 1t wes necegsary to gqualify
teachers for full time services in physienl ¢ ouc o an, - L
Seminer 1s conducted asnnually for six weeks for all In-Cer-
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vice and prospective Tteachers in physical educati
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is also an In-Service Gtre by program Tor ol bGeechers 11
physical education set up three times a week.

In order to stimulate and accelerste the program of

ation in our schools, the Covernment has cone
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tracted for the service of sn Americshn 2¢ an adviser o the
Department of Publie Insbruchion in the field of physical
education ond heslth.

VOCATIONAL LEDUCATION ¢ Vocational Tduce-—

-

of the bagic plans whereby government

o

the development of its humen and
netursl potential.  And the role OF povermuent 1n The exe
pansiocn of Booker Weshington Institute as 2 leading Voca-
tiornal Training Centre iz typicel of the present sdminisgtra-

3 o= - STl S A -
tion'y determinetion %o sccomvlich this gosl.
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During the past year excellent progress has been
~chieved in the area of Vocetional and eohnlca] Education
reining at the Booker Washington Ipstitute, more shops
have been completed and equipped for instructional purposes

and greater emphasig placed on the development of a gound

and adeguate curriculum,

s

In November of last year the Instltution turned out

55 gradustes in the fields of Auto hoohcnvcw, ngrlculturu,

-

Carpentry, Electricity, Home Economigs, Machine Shop,

Mesonary, Plumbing and Secretsrisl Science. Ip addition,
under a sub-contract signed with the Phileo Company of
America for the ftraining of Liberisns in the area of Elec-
tronics and Redio Communicetion, 22 students completed this
training in 1958. More then this, plens have already been
drawn up for the sstablishment of In=-Service Training
Centers in Major communities to broaden the besse of Vocoa-~

”n ()

SCHOLARSHIPS: DBeing satisfied with the note worthy

results of Government's policy to have i1ts youths trained

in foreign institutions, we have increased our foreign

)
<)
@s]
ot
O

scholarships from 4( 455, I+t 1s necessary to mention,
however, thet during the year 28 students returned to

Iiberia and 98 have been grented gcholarships. These stu-

ot

dents are distributed in schools in Americe, Europe snd

Artioe as follows:



COUNTRIES NUMBEF

- o umun

Us Se As @nd Gonada 242
United Xingdom 107
Germany 50
Switzerlend and Frence 2>
etherlands 14
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Suday 1
Nigeria L

TOTAL 455

Government is continuing its policy of grenting loceal
scholarships to deserving students to ettend the University
of Liberia for higher education. I+t is well to mention also

t since this poliey h s given impetus to students to
desire further odu0~tlon, local gcholarships has been ex-
tended to othey dnstitutionse n 1959 435 sfudents Te-

o

ceiving the benefits of local scholarships and they er
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attending the following schools:

NUMBER
it



SCHOOLS NUMEBER
Leboratory High School 85
‘Ricks Institute 2
stehy Indugtrial Ipetitute 4
Textile Institute o

Booker ‘ashington Institute 146

‘
o el
Others 2

TOTAL 435

Olur texthook suply ie =%111 = problem but

vl

to solve game ‘ually. We are studying

we are endesvoring
semple copies of texthooks from publishing companies and
are the best possible way of implementing the meterials in
our school syetem. We olzo have plans in the meking to ex-
pend our Division of textbook resesrch which was crested in
the year 1956 end we hope in “he near Tuture to be 2ble %o

have materials that cen be easily adepted to our environment.
Under the act cresating the Division of Textbook Research
There 1g also = provision for encoursging the preperation of

meterials L:nglﬁn Authors pertionleriy in the fields of

Reeding, Geography, History end allied subjects.



