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- ADVERTISEMENT

. The present study has bpeen wofked out as a term-paper
of the course held by Doctor Arthur Jones of the'University
of Pennsjlvénia on Critical Problems in Secondary'Education,
given in Rio de Janeiro - July and August 1939

It bears the mark of haste, at is may be eas11y seen,
and also of lack of documentation, chiefly concerning the
evolution of the eduqationél,problem in the great Mexican

~ Nation,

Its greatest, if not exclusive price lies in the wish
of its authors to correspond to the initiative of Pennsylvania

' University which, through its eminent“Professor, has started

an intellectual exchange in ‘such a way that we may expect

from 1t the most brilliant results in behalf of our country. .
Hereby we should like to express to His Excellency,

Don Vicente Veloz, Ambassador of Mexico, our deepest thanks’

for the chilvarous m@ﬂner with which he aliowed us to make

use of all elements that could be found at the Embassy, declar

'ing himself ready, at any time, to order from abroad whatever

we might need, .

To His Excellency we equally apologise for the 1mperfec.;-
tions which this study may present and for any involuntary
inaccuracy in terpreting the thought and principles which
govern Mexico and the problems studied here above,

August, -1939 . _
PASCHOAL LEMME

Head of the Department of Documentation
end Intellectual Exchange of the "Insti
tuto Nacional.de Estudos Pedagogicos" ~
of Rio de Janelro,

MARIA DE LOURDES SA PEREIRA
#Téenico de Educagdo® of the same Insti
‘tute, '
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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FORMATION
AND DEVELOPHMENT OF THE MEXICAN PiOPLE

The history of Latin-América presents great similarity in its..
general evolution owing to the identity of the methods adopted by
the conguerors and the colonists.descendlng from the two Iberian
nations, -

Mexico, for ever holds a peculiar position in the formation of
Spanish America, and this is easy to understand as it derives from
special conditions which impressed its hlstorlcal evolution ¥ith

- rather characteristic ways.

The first diverging factor if compared to nearly all other Latin
American countries was the existence of a great pre-Columblan civi-
lization which up to this day,is legitimate »nride of the descendents
mixed with European blood and who keep up,as precious relics,the
monuments that reveal its ancient splendour and'try to stimulate
among the remaining natives the primitive art of their .ancestors.

The contact between this part of America and the invader was, there
fore achock with an .organized civilization which opposed a titanic
resistance and kept up throughout its descendents the clear conscions- -.
ness of the expoliation which they were suffering.

The conquest of Tenochtitlan capital of the Mexico Empire of
which'no quiedd piodra sobre pi'edra“' could bear witness, as a real
symbol, of the invaders! methods.and of the heroic resistance of the
;nvéded land. This domination started in 1521, lasted for 300 yearé..

The primitive economy of the natives during that period was
slowly undergoing some change by the introduction of new elements: of
work. Into agrlculture, the plough and the béasts of burden; into
industry the improvement of the loom and of the artisans tool; into
the mineral world, the gun-powder, the proper use of metals; into
means of communication, the vehicle om wheels.

The working system in Agriculture use to be slevery and "pionage"
and. in industry, the mediaevel corporatlon which was the first
expres51on of "paid work".

As to the "system of property" structure of that social organiza-
tiop, be31de the remainders of the "native borough property" the.
"Mlatifundiaria'property was introduced whither lay or ecclesistic,

Yie may assert that it was round ‘about this question of property
that until to day the Me:ican social question has been evolving

.talnted.obv1ous;g"by;p001dental&£actorq which we shall study rapidly
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land will be given back to them": this sentence is attributed to Frei

:Bartholomeu de Las Casas de los Indios, one of the popular leaders of

the Agrarian Reform which, as we said above,was a fundamental cause
of the whole Mexican history. '

It we consider that the Catholic Church became one of the greatest
"latifundiarias" as it hapoeﬂed :1Spa1n, there is a clear explanation,
for the’ 1ntolerantatt1tude touaruu the church assused by tho revolutio-
nary governmert which directed the - -country since 1910. The question if
superficially analysed takes the appearance of reliéions persecution

.lasting until the present day.

That situation is thus described.by doctor Ramon Beteta, general
director of Statistics in Mexico in one of his explanations given be-

"fore the Institute of Public Affairs, at the University of Virginia in

July 1935,

. "For the concentration of the land in fewer and fewer hands has
been the central factor in the history of Mexico, and the problems that
concentration has created the most serious cquestions confronting the
Revolutionary Governments. The "conduistadores" divided the country
among themselves with a system of "encomiendas"; the war of independen
ce succeded only in changing the nationality of the exploiters; the
Reform movement was able to change solely the names of the owners and
to break down the comunal holdings; finally, during the Diaz regime ~
the process of concentration was accentuated cnd by both legal and foul
means the rape of the "pueblos" continued until by the end of that
dictatorship, 2% of the population owned 70% of the land, and in some
States as much as 98% of the rural heads of families were landless".

The social.classes which resulted from the economical organization
of the colenial period are thus designed by the official program of
Mexiéan history: .

{!Terratenientes" with their semi- feudal character
(Owners of mines
. ' (Masters artisans
1. Explorers (Industrial capitalists
o (Commercial capitalists
("Assentistas" capitalists
(Clergy

It ought to be remarked that this class
.in its majority was made of S»haniards .
and "criolos",

2., Expléred-ones ("Ejltatarlos"
‘ ("Peones"
(Workefs o mines,constructions and factories
(Officiaiz and apprentlces of ~artisans

Just as it was the case of the other Latin-American countries the
formationof thisnative conscioi.sness, -animated by the ideological
currents which prepared in Europe ‘the French Revolution, in America,
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the Independence of the United State and in the spe01al case of Mexico,
the situation of the Capltal induced the country to the movement of
Independence which became a reallty in 1931 after a bloody ten years
fight.

There enters a long period of slow formation of Mexican nationality.

The expulsion of the Spaniards, attempts of penetration of English
and French capitalism and, above all, the influence of the great nation
which appeared in history with growing power - the United States of
Nofth America - were the marking cvents of this neriod,

Beside tromecndous intcrnal misundorutandings, the stbuggle of thoso
"Imperialisms" within the country brought about enormous vicissitudes,
which reached their climax with the mutilation of perhaps the richest
part of its territory, coveted by the "pioneers" of the American ‘icst.

A serious of polltlcal social reforms were howcver being undortaken
and at last consolidatod in the Constitution of 1857.

The so-called Reformction War succeeds the promulgation of the
Constitution, and a ncw facc of terrible convu131ons comes over the
country.

Juarez takes up the PreSidenqyéfthc Nation and decrces the so-callced
Reformation laws which ‘camc out successively: law of 6ccupation of
ecclesistic property (1859);law of civil marriage (1859) ;1aw of sccu-
larization of the cemiteries (1859);law about liberty of creeds(1860):
law of secularization of hospitais and institutions of charity (1861).

The two traditional political partics get engaged in bloody fights
made worsc by the intervention of France and the attempt to re-establish
the Empire under the Archiduc of Austria Ferdinand Maximilian of
Habsbourg. '

Being dictatorious Juarcsz re-cstablishes the Republic and cndeavours
to carry out his democratic program, but with little sucecss.

After a short interregnum, Porfinrio Diaz took up the presidency in
1876 and kept it till 191C. His government, considered by a few histo-
rians the only,morc or less,long period of peace and prosperity, is
presented by the above ment loned program of history, as.a symbol of
the triumph and dictatorsﬁip.of the scmi-feudal aristocracy. The chief
.events of this period are thus designed: :

a) organization and consolidation of'cassiquismo" as a system
of government, . '

. b) " eproadwoui' of the democratic ideals,

c) development of "latifundismo" by nationalization of agrarian
conmunities and destruction of the "ejido".The policy o: colonization
of "dcvolutos"land. Incrcasc of "pionaje" and its situation.

d) the great modern industry. The "proletarization of -aszcs
and the formation of "class-conscio.isness. Situation of "paid-masses"

e) formation of a novw small "bourgeoisie".

f) Subordination of the interior and the exterior Mexican po-
licy to the forcign capitalist interests and tendencies of balance
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between the semi-feudal aristocracy, capitalism "bourgeoisic® and the
clergy. ” ’

The last period which reachcs dovn to our days‘is considered as
that of Mezican Revolution, Having started with the Maderist movcment
in 1910, it became a reality.in thc Constitution of 1917.

Although several times reformed to mcet new situations vhich
appeared before the leaders of the Revolution, this Constitution still
represents the fundamental law of the Mexican State,

The secular problem of la nd property and the longlng for liberty
which rcmalned as a real complox in the soul of the oppressed people,
are cloarly revealed by this law, -

*Slavery is prohibited in the United Mexican States. Foreign
slaves who may enter the National to rritory will gain by this simple
fact their liberty and protection from the laws", says the article 2nd

"The property o land and water included within the limits of
the national territory corresponds originally to the Nation which had

~and has still the right to transmit their mastership to private people
and is funded for their benefit, The peovle has .at all times “1na11ena
ble" rights to alter or to modify its system of government' (art.39).

"Law does not rccognize any psersonality in those reo xligions
a33001at10ns, called churches, the ministers of different creeds will
be considered as individuals who carry on a profession and will be
dircctly subjected tothe laws rclating to it".(art. 130).

| The final stages on this period after 1917 may thus be presented:

1) agrarian stage :

2) syndicalism

3) Nationalization of the "sub-solum"

i) Law of family rclations

' 5) "Desfanatization"

6) Socialist education

7) Cwlturec of masses.

And, to close this rapid sketeh of the History of the Mexican?people,
vwe shall transcribe here a few lines of the refutation made by Dr,
Ramon Beteta ef a lecture by Dr. ,¥, Cumberland, on the Sexennal Plan:
"The party in power in Mexico calls itself revolutionist,because
. it stands for the prlnc:.ples, aims and ideals which in Mexico
are revolutlonarj. These ideals and aims are older than the
present Administration and even older than the Movement of
1910 which is often'considered as the origin of our present
roglme, for those were in fact the ideals and aims for vhich
Father Hidalgo and the Insurgents fought in 1810,
As I have explained in my previous lecture,the Revolution in
Mexico has had a negative side, as it has been opposed to
clericalism, to the"latifundia"systom of land tenure, to
absenfee ovmership of our mincs, to economic imperialism and
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to the colonial method of exploitation of the cbuntfy's natu-
ral resources. It also has had a positive side as it aims at
the uplifting of the working classes, to the incorporation of
the Indian population into our civilizatién, to the recognition
of the Indian artistic and cultural values, and to the prote-
ction of the Nation's natural resources against uncontrolled
exploitation and unnecessary waste realized in benefit of fo-

reign interests",
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EIWCATION IN °MEXICO

The principal charesteristics of the historical evolution of Moxi
co having'been studied in general lines, we are going to ss9 how the
problem of education has developed within this frame,

Bducation in Mexico,. as in the other Latin=American countries,th&
ring the colonial pefiod hes been considered the monopoly of the Catho=
~1ic Clergy. ' . .

We find the evidencé of this fac® in Mexico's offisial program of
History for secondary schools where the following topics show perfectlsr
the great importance assumed by the Catholic Church, regarding the
educational problem at that period: :

WIII = Colonial Culture
a) Education, monopoly of the clergy:

1) For the oppressive classes: The University and
the Colleges (its foundation, its dogmatic and
scholastic spirit) part played (the Jesuits in
education, -

' 2) For the oppressed classes: Schools  for natives
- and "half-breed" its decline since the end of
the XVILh cemtury, .

«~ 3) Part played by religious orders in the cultural
diffusion, Contrast between their action in the -
XvIth gontury and the following, as a result of
their economic transformation

L) Aims of native education."

Unhappily, we lack elements and more detailed documentation to
study firmly all the aspects of.education during these three centuries
of.domination, which corresponds to the colonial period of Mexico's
history, , ‘ ' L
Nevertheless at the exBibition of the Latin-American scction at
the Institute of Public Affairs, in tho University of Virginia, July;
1935; Doctor Ramon Beteta, Genaze® Director of Mexican Statistics,gave-
- us in a beautiful “synthesis"the extension and the meaning of the
" ‘monopoly of education by the Catholic Church in that period: :

"From the beginning, in the history of Mekiqo Conquest,Religion
‘and Education worked hand in hand. The missionaries were a factor as
- important in subjugating the natives as the Spanish soldiers themselves,

The perfect communion in pufpose‘ekisting between Conquest and T
Religion translated itself in New Spain into an agreement by the terms
of which theCatholie Monarchs obtained the right to appoint all the
Archbishops, and other high dignataries of the Church in America,thus
- apparently placing the Church of New‘Spain under the control of the
Spanish King, This does not means.however, that thers was a perfect
subordination, for this arrangemsnt,more than to affect the submission
.0f Thurch to State, served rather to cnrich the former and give it a



certain independence'from the Pope at Rouic COPPLthS between Viceroys
and Bishops often presented themselves, and were always decided in
favor of the Church oficials, ' .

Useless it is to say that Education, which was ontirely in the
hands of the clergy, was very litle more than an instrument to

consolidate the conquest and prepare & few peovle for the servica Y
the Church, Education is never an end in itscif and could not be
independent from the ideals and the purposes of those in charge of
imparting it",
, The situation remained more or lessg the same, watil 1857, despite
the fights engaged between the Church and the State, since the
Independence (1821); those fights acted morec v*oTent*y'aﬁ theeducational
field;. -It 1s still Doctor Be-eta who refers in the following way .
to the period after Independence:

"During most of the first half of the \entury after Independence
education continued, as it was to be expected, in the hands of the

Church, Religious education was the only one imparted, intolerance was
taught and practiced and,no books with aby liberal ideas were permitted
to enter the country, for catholicism was thc religion of the State and
no other was permitted", . : ,

The Constitution of 1857, resulted, from a long series of fighte
after which, a national "bourgeoisie" maragud tc assume the political
powerbreaking the "economic and cultural leadership of theclergy" and
of the “feudal lords who found therein their mightiest support. This
Constitution gave liberty to Education, cstablished that the elementary
school would be compulsory, free and layb¥iing ministered in official
establishments. &

The struggle between the two co-exisi g educational programs side
bw'side,was then inevitable,

The Church continued to provide oduca ion for the chilé 3n of the
rich classes, while the State tried, to consolidate among the people
the liberal reforms of the Constltution of 1857; by his program of
public education," .

In this fight the advantages were - on for the institutions,which
drew their force from secular traditions and which interfere directly
in the ideological formation of -the dominant classes, _

"It is not surprising, therefore, says doctor Beteta, that by the
ond of the Diaz regime, most of the liberal laws had fallen into disusr
Monasteries and nuneries flourished; the clergr kept on enjoying their
wealth and the Constitution was practically ignoredX.

The begining of the popular revolution headed by Madero, in 1910,
greatly modified this situation, with the \romulwatlon of the Constitu-
tion of 1917, that contained the idesls of social reformc mhieh\\\\\\h\_ ~
determined Madeira's movement, : -

The experience of 1857 led men of 1917 to take severe measures
regarding educational problems, the re1wnlern instruction being forbidden
in public and private schools,
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Faticle Zrd of the Jonstitution of 1917 thus referred to education:
"teaching is frec: but that which is given in of ¢u1al institutions has
to be lay;this being cually the case of tho prlmaryssecondary and nam
perior education ministered by wrivate schools,

No religicws corporation, ner minister of any belicf is allowed
to dircct or administrate o¢omentary schooiso,

Private elcmentary school 5 can-only be establiished undor oficial
SuUrvey. ' '

-

" 0fficial schools will he freof

Practically ..o obs ney of this stotus of the law was not duly
cbeyed and religious oeaching continued to be ministered in private
schools wkho instigavcd rebeilion against public authority through the
means of schools which stood under ecclesiastic influence,

In 1925 the declarations of -a high authoi;"ty of thc Church star?®:8
ogain the struggle which rcached its climax with the putbpeak of a
general strike by the Church of Mexico and 'the. ecdbgoirical voycost
‘\:i.n.d.er'ta}gen by eonmowswBive siementa. . o

In order to fulfil tho constitutlional statoment, the Governiion’
sstablished prescriptions published by.the Officc of Public Educaticn,
exacting tho ilncorporation of the private schools, so as to make them
enjoy the benefit of legel studics,

Sﬁch incorporation co po*xbd Private stablishments to accept
official inspection of the text books and to promise solemnly not to be
direct tod by a religicus ordor or by any . pocial religions ministor,

Up to 1929 when the Caurch declared its unconditionnal submission
to the Govermnment violent struggles repeatedly took place. |

' That ormal submissicn did not mean at all a final closc to that
controversy; on the ccutrary f£a a short tiru "private schools conducted
by religious orders spread all over Mexico, and in them Ca¥h ul;c;sm wasg
taught from the first grao e the Govermnment, the Revolution and its
leaders wore criticized and the Church once again was happy", {(Boteta),

Owing to the devolcpmentof this g ustionpfbwas no surorise when
the Government, reforming in 19)&9‘ he 3 constitutional article;
mentioned above, established extremo measures with the intenticn of
taking in hand the effective control of education, _

The inclusion in .the ZJonstitution, of uwhcommon details relferring
to the working of private schools, shows perfectly which point had
reached that secular struggle, The reformed article remained thuss

."Ed cation ministored by the State will be socia 1ist, and besido
excludin ng cvery rceligions doctrin@ it will fight against fanatism and
pre judice; for this sake,zchool wil? or ganize its tcach‘nﬂ ana activities,
SO0 as. to pormit theo creation among youth of a rationsl idez of tho
Universe and of scelal ¥ifs, '

The Stote alonc - foderationgstates, municivelitics ~ shall impart
elemontary, secondary and mormal educatione In private cases special
anvhorizations may be grantedt.: 4hxyms whe wish to anz-‘:.educai'lon in any
of the tkree ment iOrluQ grades accordlng at any ratec with the follow;ng
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I,

II.

IIZ,

I8,

9¢

Activities and teaching in private institutions must be
adapted without any exception, to the precept included
in the initial paragraph of this article, and they will
be instrusted to people possessing, before the State,
sufficient professional preparation and convenient morals
and 1deoloéy according to thisrroacépt, Forthwi s, '
religious corporation the ministerie. si different.cori-
ration,the ministers of differont churches, and bonds
and shafes.sociéties which might act exclusively or
preferably on an educational field, and also associations
or socleties linked directly or indirectly with the
propaganda of a religions sreod shall not interfere in
any way in elementary, secondary or normal schools,

just as, they shall not be able to support them econo- ,
mically,

The formation of plans, prograoms and teaching methods
shall at any rate, instrusted to the State.

Private educational institutions will not be able to
work, unless an express permission of puplic authority
has been previomsly obtained, in each case,

The State will have the power to revoke at any time the
authorization granted by it, Its decision with be irre-
vocable, ' - i
Thése rules will be the same for education.of any type

or grade to be 1mparted to workmen or peasants, Elemen-
tary education shall be oblloatory and glven freely by
the State. :

At any time the State shall have the right of to annul
the official validity of studies made in private
institution, -

With the aim of unifying and coordinating zducation
thronghout the Republic, the Union Congress will formu-
late the necessary laws which are to distribute the so..
cial educative function between the federation, the
states, and the municipalities, to s¢ttle the. budget

relating to those public charges and to determin the

sanctions to be applied to employees who would not
observe those preceipts or negleect to have them observed;
tho same happening to all those who would infrige them",

That rigorous control of Education ministered by private

institutions, the clewr intention of which was to remove .the influence
of the Church did not appear under the~snle\aspect of repression,

Since 1922 a great cffort-has been madse in oarder to*improve the

conditions of rural populations of the country by iiplanting a b-yq_:"”"
of rural schools, which means to bring into clvilization millions of~-
individuals to whom thealphabet seems less necessarytha~ e -arttxfll"lng
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like human beings, Tryingiohold the inteorest of the population in
each locality that rural school, becomes a real "Casa del Pueblo" cen%er
of all activities of the region,

“The rural school is never empty; children attend it during the
day and grown-ups at night, In its well lighted and ventilated single
room, women learn how to make thoeir own as well as their children's
clothes, and men hear how to improve their primitive agricultural
methodg, There, children are vaccinated and expectant mothers given
medicai advioe} Singing and dancing as meons of expression are often used
in preference to reading and writfag, The parcel of land attached to
‘the school 1s worked cooperatively by children arnd parents, and the _
products thereof usel for the imprcveﬁen; of the school and the communi-
ty. The care of rabbits, chickens, and bees is always an important part
of the curriculum which has proved go autractive to the children that
the problem of compulsory education has become one of how to send chil~
dren home from school, There is such a communion between the school and
the "pueblo" that John Dewey, the, philosopher and educator, wrote in
1926 after a visit to Mexico: ".., thore is no educational movement in
the world which presents 'a more intimatc spirit of union between the
school activities and the communatw than the one found in the new Mecican
rural school"

On the other hand an institution with merkad peculiarities "las
missiones culturales" take tc ths most remote part of the country the
necessary teaching to raise eccinomical and cultural level of the rural
populationy The Revolutionary leaders justified their intclerant attitu-
de towards the Church, considering that "Im 1900 aftor. threecenturiss of
Spanish religions education ond one more of Medican imported mystical
Pedagogy, more than 7L per cent of the population was illiterate!, N

In spite of all difficulties that percentage was' reduced to 59%
on the total populdition and of L7% on the individuals bmt een 1.0 and
1l of age, ,

In 193 the "Sexennal Plan" of the Government was ‘established,
foreeeeing in the fleld of eduvatwon en increase of resscurces from
' 16% to 20% on the general budgeys of the country, which from the
beggining reveals an increase of abeut 50% on ‘the expenses made in '
education during the five preceding years, ,

Moreover the Planforesecs the foundation of 20,0C0 rural 'schools,
which 1s considered the minimum necessary for the existence of a school
in each locality of a certain importance, ‘ : '

Government acted not only in this section, considered by the way
the most important one, In 1925, began the Reform of sccondary educatim
which hitherto had been the privilege of wealthiy classcs, having as
an exclusive purpose ,the preparation for Unlversity. 'ita very dencmino-
tion = Prepératory;Schools = . howed clearly enough its exclusive and
anti-democratic aim, .

Professional teaching also attracted the attention of the leaders
-of the country, interested in getting out of the agrarian phase of
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" CAREER OF TEACHERS OF GEOGRAPHY

Physical Geography and Biogeography
Economical Gecography
Cosmography

Meteorology (Principles of al» dynamics and
. climatology)

Etnography
AUXILIARY SUBJECTS

General History

History of Mexico

Physicql Geography of Mexico
Tconomical Geography of Moxico

ELECTIVES

Elerentary Coursc of Statistics
Geology and Mineralogy of Mexico

. Presont Economical Situations of Mexico

History of Economical Institutions
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES SPECIALIZATION

Career of Tcachers of Biologieal Sclencos

Fundanental subjects

Generai Botany. Morphology and Physiology

Kryptogams and their Geographical Distribution

Phanerogams and their Geographical
Distribution
Genoral Zoology: Morphology and Physiology
Invertebrades and their Geographical
Distribution _
Vertebrades and their Geographical Distribu-
tion
Human Descriptive Anatomy
Physiology and Physiological Chemistry
Hygicne
Histology
Embryology
Gencral Biology
Expefimental Psychology

AUXILIARY SUBJECTS

Etymology of Greok,Latin and ‘Anthoctone
languages,appiied to biological sciences

Drawing and Photography applled to biological

schdnces

Prlnciples of Geo%ogy,Paleonthology(specially

human) and Ethnology
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economy in order to start tho phase of industrializdtion. The lnttef
would as much as possible free Mexico from foreign industry by the use
of natural ressources which had becn rcoveted by the Impurnﬁllst
interested in mantaining this half-colonial situation,

The Highor teaching also ~Mderwent modifications in order to be
better adapted to the required conditions through the reforms which
were being made in the country. :

The formation of the ceicmentary tcachers,that of the special
teachers for the particulsar tyve of the rural school to which we refered,
and at last the preparction of teachersfor the secondary schools deser-
ves speciala care from the Government,crr :zious of the importance
which, for the solution "** " f: serious problem, is ffae ~xi_tg -
ce of a teaching staff cnuﬁruTy 1dcnt;f1edwﬂthim@ Reform which is put
into practlce.

According to the official data published by the "Annuary of
Education, of the "“Burcau International d'Education', the present
situation of Mexico conéerning the educational problem may thus- e
synthetised;

I ~ Expenses with cducation ~ Education has been onc of the great.

est problems of publio administration, Bearing in mind that it represent g
one of its chiefs duty towards the pnop‘c the Governmcnt nas not shrunlk
from any sacrifice in order %o deveclop andSﬂreeditwaLmruratcly Wwe musk
recognise that the impulse which ought to ba & rort mationalecucail. YRV
to satisfy entirely the needs of the country ‘are not within the Tange '
of the economical posssibilities of the" State Only the habilities
contalned in the Sexennal Plan, would require $120.000,000 or the equivaw-
lent twice the amount of the expe“sesfb*%secn for 1937,

Luckily the Government is conscious of that insufficiency and tries
to accommodate it as quickly as possible, as may be seen by the follOWw
ing figures: the budget proviicd for 193L.,$31. 285 51&, that of 1935
$37.966.762; that 1936,8 3544 961..277 and that of 1937, $59.363.9L);, what
‘is the hlgwst figure -+ rcached in this country. These sums prove
that the Government in thioo yeors has doublec the amount allotted “to-
popular culture,

II ~ Education of the crowd - The Government of thoe Republic
wishes to develop the education of the people in order to meet tho necds
of each social class; moreover school must be in connexion with the
presont economical dcvcloam“n Considering that those who want cuTtu
re more desperately are the worklng masses of. the country and the cities,
and thinking that it is by the devolopnopt and the modernization of tho
technical productiors that the present economical phase my be oveorcome,

Government . .pays special attention to rural and regional scho®ls meant
for the education of pcasants, to night-schools which are to provide
education to workmen, to secondary schools for the children of workmen

A
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poorly paid and at last, to the “Instituto Polytecnlco National%" which
will prepare the futur technicals, We can notice that same wish of
‘meeting first the pressing needs of the mass,by the development given
to the education of natives, Tiaich 1 supposed tc free- the ctowd Ziving

apart from civilization,and by that reason paying.no eontribution to the
increase of nation production,

ITI = Rural Educatlon - Rural Education at present is provided
'! by 11.133 schools and 1l, 75h teachers,

" . We can see by the figures an increase of 1,625 schools and of
2.400 teachers during the year 1936~1937,

-Rural Education is on the verge to undergo a transformation based
upon the consideration of the économical situation and the needs of the
mass. Rural education shall also be .extended to a six-years-course and
still an elementary-superior cycle,

"But they are far away from having met the needs of all the rural
centers of the Republic,

A great part of those centers have not got the four-year-school
yot and a good amount of money is required in order to provide each
village with the teacher able to get the child and the adult to parti-
cipate of the economical and cultural development of the country. The
new educationnl policy of the State tends to seloect among the crowd the
greatest number of technical able to- direct the National Economy,

IV = Education of natives - Education of nat ives. 1s in itself
" an important factor for the development of the Mexican country as well
 -as its economical and cultural ressources,

One of the tasks undertaken by the Govermment and which it hopes
to carry out despite all obstacles, is to throw natives into partlclpa
tion of culture, thus tronsforming them into precious elements of the
national wealth., Their economical and racial interests ought to be
respected however, they srhall have the rlght of speaking their own

language and to have their own artistic creations. The Govermment can~
'.not neglect this problem, as long as will still be natlves, as there
are now in the Serra Mixteca, earning $0.10 a day, weaving palm-straw~
hats. )

In order to help such situatlon; ne native boarding-schools have
been established (they are 33 at this moment ), and the budget has been
Increased, The cultural influence of those boarding-schools will be
increased, by the incorporation of all cultural mlssions, which will
work for the same purpose (at the moment there are 18 of..thom) in the
.native region.

"V =« Technical education - The Govermment thinks" that, if the rural

.. school is a ferment of cultural and economical improvement for the rural

centers, and that it might thus become an important'force towards the

7
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develdpment of the agricultural economy of the Nation, on the other.
hand, it is in the technical schools that lies the industrial future
of a country, that wishes to explore all its natural possibilitiese
That is why, no great effort has been ™~de beside that of reorganiz‘ag

the national technical teaching, At present, 111,320 bupilsare attend-
;'ing technical schools, In.order to meet the new necds, the Government
displayed a liberality never seen before in ifs educational history,
thus the increasing the budget of tochnical teaching: $2.267.053 in
193l and $7.101.427 in 1937, : ' |

The intercst shown by Governmont in the field of technical edus.. -

tion, is linked, first of all to the will of solving the cducational
problem of the social classes, ®%ish have been put aside of cducation
through lack.of economical ressources, In fact, over 70% of pupils
attending technical schools are chosen among children of workmen, of

artisans, of employes and small tradosmen,

.VI = Education of workmen - Hitherto the Mexican Staté had 1limit~
ed its field of action to the rural schools, to the adult crowd of coun
try people, showing a complet lack of intercest.as to the education o -
workmon, In fact, the right~schools for workmen ‘depending from thc
Ministery of Education; gave nothing but culture like that of the
elementary schools for children. This led to the ecreation of thr Ne
partamento de Educacion Obrera" in charge of a specialized ecducation -

" * be given to workmen. For that purpose, some educational offices scatter

ed hbout till 1937, were centralized into a homogenious whole which
reaches from the elementary'to the secondary school, including schooi=-
fields, manual-training-schools and experimental nighfmschoolengn+*f
n6W'77 elementary schools, one experimental and two soecondary. schools
have worked in the Fedecral District, angd 5 manual—trainingnschools in
the various provinces of [tho Federation,

VII - Secondary teaching .- Secondary education follows its
.deveiopment'bearing“in mind its own pufposes, that is; to givc the
pupils a. compléte preparation that may ebie them to participate
without any 1ndividualistig "arriére-pensée“ in the productive work of
‘the community, , . .

" There are 1ly secondary schools in Me:%co D, G. enrolling 10,88k

pupils; 986 more than in 1936; moreover 1,500 pupils attend night-schoois '

which are at present depending from the "Labor Educntior Nepn b mvi B

On the other hand, private.schools. under federal control since
1936, having than 5,722 students; count at the moment oniy %2965, This
- decrease is perhaps due to the fact that p-blic opinion favors officiali
schools, Limitatiqns of bul:;.. lsnied enrollment to thousﬁndé of ,
" students who wanted to follow'secondary courses, ) '

There are also secondary schoois in some other towns of the
Republic : Acambaxo, Guane juato, Cananea Sonora, Cuernavaca Morelosj'
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Chilapa Guerrero, Ciudad Juﬁrez, Chihuahua, Nuevo Laredo Tamualipas,
Nogales Sonoro, La Paz Baja California, Matamoros Tamadlipas, Pledras
Negras, Coahuila and Tlaxiaco Oaxaca, this lastof recont eetablishment,

VIII -~ Professional tcﬁching - Crcation of the Folytechnical
Institute, | |

‘The Polytechnicalilnstitute was officially crecated in the beginn-
ing of 1937, This body includes, throughout different cycles the
complete preparation for tcchnical careers covering all the fields fior
the preparatory grade up to the professional and post-graduated grode,
Two types of. pre~profcssional schools have been created: a) those which
-foresce the téaching of Physics, Mathematics, Economics, Sociology and '
Biology. Those which_foresee nothing but the teaching of Economics,
Soclology and Biology, Men and women can be admitted into all the
schools under the condition of producing a certificate of elementary
‘instructiono The studies last two years in the pre-professional schools,
after which the student must be able to enter professional schools where

the studies go on for two further years, Thdse professional schools
are of three different types: a) those of which teach Economics and
-Sociology; b) Physics and HMaothematics; c¢) Biology and Chenmistry,

IX - Professional specialized schools - Professional teaching

" strictly speaking may be divided into throe parts, the studies varying
according to the carcer that has boen chosen, Thus therc is: 1) A Higher
Lnhoo} of Mechanies and Electricity; 2) A higher school of construction;
3) a federal school of textile industries n=- 1; L) a foderal school of
textile industries n® 2; 5) a superior school of economical, political
and social sciences; 6) a national school of homae opathie medecine; 7)

a national school of bacteriology, parasitology.and férmentation; 8) a
school of chemistry to be created next year for the future chemical
ingeniers,

X - Statistical Data (193L4-1935)

a) Public schools (1) Schoolg Enrollment[Teachers
Kindergarten (2) , . 1409 314,117 602
Elementary schools (2) 19.331| 1.744.755] .. 360119
Centers of Education of natives 18

- |Secondary Schools ' 69 866
tAgricultural and rural schools . 13 15.756
Professional schools ‘ 116 1,336
Normal Schools 7 2,897
Technical and industrianl schools 51 14.585
Cormercial schools : 18 12,039
Preparatory school : _ : 23] s562
"|School of Fine Arts ' 134. 1.49L
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b) Private schools

Kindergarten (2) . 58
Elementary schools (2) ) 20 327
|secondary schools =~ . - _ L6
Rural and agricultural schools . 2
Professional schools : 25
Normal schools ‘ -3
Technical and 1ndustr1al schools 25
{Commercial schools - 259
Prepdratory schoolé 20

School of Fine Arts . - 21].

+Schools{Enrol lnent ‘

151.087

15.33%2

%

54703

5.4l

32l
6.96%
o
1,641

3.304
1.063

Teacners -

99.
3.307

(1) Schools supported by the Federal Govcrnne,nt by the provin

. ces or by the runicipalitics
(2) Yoar of 193%5-19%6

As to their organlzatlon the diagram below fOllOUbd by an expla..

natory note,

taken from the publication of the "Bureau International

d'Education" "L'organization de 1'éducation publique dans 5% pays' gives

a clear idea of the various types and grades of the cducation as well as

the articulatlon between those different grades.

‘ Organization of Education
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A - KINDERGARTEN
B ~ ELEMENTARY-SCHOOLS:

1. first cycle of the “school centers and. out of~doors

schools®,

2. sccond cycle of the “school centers .1nd out~of- dOO"‘d

schools". ‘e
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3« rural schoo.sg,

b elementary schools,

SECONDARY EDUCATION
€ - Secondary schools

&)
1

Preparatory schools belonging to the Universities

Normal schools prowuiiig teachers for the rural elementary
schools,

F - Normal schools preparing teachers for the elementary cchools.,

=
1

G - Professional schocls.

~ INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

q - Pedagogic section of the University
J - Universities with ten schools; "Ecole Polytechniquef,

SCHOOL ORGANIZATION
(Diagrom corment)

Four years old boy and girls have free enrollment in official
kinderg&rten. ‘There are two sorts of kindergartens
"I - Those adopting Frosbel system, having the tendency to mix up
with the first class of elementary school.
II - Those named "Little Housing" under the direction of one teahars

EL ZMENTARY SCHOOLS (B, B1, B2, B3, BL)

As we can see by the daagram, there are several types of elementary
schools. They are public and free supported by the States and helped by
the Federal Goverrment. This one provides poor students with books and
school material, Children are enrolled in public primary school at the
age of six; these schools are eo~educational.

An interesting group of rural schools are knownas “elementary

. schools", They have the my.ximum of two or three classes under direction

of .a single teacher, They enroll children from six to 1l, and'proviﬂe
teaching for adults, at night., They offer in their currlculun, n. ..
elementary notiens of agriculture but practical learning of this subice’,
The great part of these schools have an organization of cooperat* ~  fomu
children, in opder to develop community social life,

In the big centers, primoary schools have four or six classes; tho

* two last,form the "superior primary cycle" (B2). "Out-of- doors sonoolq

are organlzoﬂ in poor and over~crowded nelghbourhood.

SECONDARY EDUCAT ION

Students who have finished the two cycles of primary schools ma
enter the secondary schools; they have a three~year-course (C), Those
schools are official and free, opened to every-body, with no distinction
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of social class or Wealth; and the courses of study are strictly second-
ary. Students can follow the ‘breparatory schools" which are a part of
the University and the only one¢s where latin is taught. (D), Studenta
who don't want to follow superior courses, after the secondary schools

may Suudy in a Normal School or in higher sections of professional s"‘ﬂ‘f

HIGHER EDUCATION (J)

Universities include:
L1 - Preparatory schools;

2 - Higher schools - they are ten. The course depends from
the school choosen end lasts from two to seven years.
There is moicover; the "“cole Polytechniquct,

TEACHER'S TRAINING

Normal schools providing for primary schools teachers (I') only
accept students who have finished the 6 classes of primary schools or ihe
secondary school course. ‘For the first ones the Normal School course is
of six years and for the second, 3 years,

Rural Normal Schocls {(Z) prepare teachers during two or 3 years for
the rural schools,

To become teache:r in secondary school one must teach in primary -
school, for 2 or 3 wears and vollow an special course in the Univer-
sity. (H)

PROIESSIONAL SCHOOLS (G)

They are professional and secondary at the time. Therc arc spec cial
courses for each professic:n, commercial, »industrial, home-economics,
diplomatics, agriculture, carpentsy, ete. The great part of professicae”
schools demands for the enrollment, that students have finished the 6
years of primary school. 7The school character and the coursc time are
dependent from the learning-subjects in each school. B*ﬁ industrial
schools have very rich program, and subjects of general cultuv @
always included (arlthmetlo, woogrdphj, nlstory, etc,). Studoemis who
follow limited courses have lecturcs on general culture subjests.

- P e e 4 b 8wt P 4V T e ot e
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S”CONDARY CHOOL

According to the data we could obtain, the only type of secondary
education existing in Mexico, up to.a short time ago; was ~-the. Prepara
tory School ~ Founded in 1868 and with the exclusive aim, 4s we may see
by 1its very denomination, of preparing an insignificant minoraty for
higher studies,

-Being only selective as to the economical conditions of its attendants
this school reflected the s'ituation of deep social disparity and lack
% ba*nnce viilch were 0 cause and justificatiom of the revolutionary
methods which begon in 1910, . ‘ '

Intellectunlist, for being cntirely separated from the practical
activities which might interest the N:.tional Economy, this School was .
a simple bridge of passage towards the formation of an elite which
enjoy ‘the semi-colonial - situation of the country.

It was only in 1925 that the Federal Government prbmulgated a law
authorizing the “Secretary of Public Education" ‘to establish a secon=
dary school according i7ith to new conceptions and bearing in mind the
needs. of the country. ' :

The situation soon became deeply modified presenting the following
figures; in the year 1868, when the Preparatory School was established:
568 students were enrolled., Ten years later -the number of pupils hardly
reached to 880, In 1927, one year after the foundation of the Seconda-
ry, School 6.563 students were enrolled. This number increassd now to
11,640, Recent statistica relative to soclal extraction of students
attending the secondary schools, is as follow: T76,7% belongs to the
working classes; 19,86% to the middle classes; and 3,44% to the
"Bourgcoisie", -

A plan of studies for the federal secondury schools wus approved in
1932, being based upon 5 years of experience, The explanation added to
that plan, examined the aims of secondary schools under 3 aspects:

ls? Social aspect of the work in secondary school; 2 d.Vocational
aspect; 3 o Acodemical aspect, ‘

The two first aspcects deal with aims within activities vhile the
third one shows the relation existing between the teaching branches and
their special aims, and thcir vqluo as means of achievement in the
sducation of adolescents,

As to the first aspect i% starts npon the assertion that,until the
foundation of secondary schools, the capital aim of their teaching was
to impart knowledge in a formal wiy, as a preparation for higher '
studios.

The“social aim" has now became its.chief cducation ond and .the deep
and’ constant dink betweon sccondary school and life with its social,
economical, political, ethical and esthotical'must be thoe fundamental
basis of all activities within and outside classes, Those arc the
means suggcstcd for helping the socondary school to fulfil its social
mission:
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a) To avoid that the knowledge they in part should possess
nothing but their own specific aim, fegardléss:of the use to be made
of it,that is, to understand and improve the social aonditions which
environ the pupil,

b) To take into cons1derat10n tho adolescent'!s growing persona
lity, as well as his ideals so as tw enable him - by gqtping into closer

* touch and acquiring deeper knowledge of the needs of his sphore - to

develop a worthy and conscious social actvity,
. ¢) To adopt and strengthen ail hablts of work, cooperation and

service, ' '

d) To cultivate the foeling of responsability.

e) Stirring up social consciouness among the pupils so ﬁhat
in a true Mexican vibration large and gencrous national spirit may be
created, - '
f) To watch the detailed programs in order to make them comply
with social demands., The seloction of toaching subjocts that must be
imparted as well as of the activities to be undertaken in each case,
rmst be made, bearing in mind that teaching is a means of drawing the
pupils attention to thc fundamental processes of cultureo,.

It has also beon said olready that the secondary school, as an
institution of popular education for adolescents, must not have,for a
basical aim, the preparation of pupils to continue.scientific studies
in higher schools., |

Within such principles, toaching matter shall include the folo-
wing activitios- :

l - Recreativo avocational games- dances,. organiscd gamos,
sports, singing, music, drawving and manual work,

2 - -Activities for knowledge of the physical cnvirommed and

the pupils adaptation to it: Botany, goology, anatomy, physiology, .

biology, physics, chcmistry, small industriocs and trades,

_ 3 « Activities for tho incorporation of pupils into the social
enviromment: geography, history, knowledge of econtmic, all’'facts and .
languages as a means of communications,

i = Activities for thec acquisiton and mastership of fundamental
instruments of culture: Spanish language, English, Frenck,Literature,
Arithmetic, Algobra, Geometry, Trigonometry.

g) Extra-curricular Activities. )

- Habits arc formed by the growing excrcise of adequato acts. In order
to form social habits among the pupils, it is agbsolutely necessary that .
they should be given an opportunity for active social work outside class,
Therefore, the pupils must participat in the organisation and work of
the following services: '

- Association of Pupils:

Organization and working of the Library, .social and civic partiocs,

gomes and sports’ societies of a literary kind, rooms for study school



orchestra and chorus, cooperative activitics, etc.

As to the vocational aspect, the Mexican Secondury School has a
tendency to give the pupils every possible chance of practising variocus
activities, so as to enadle them to carry out experiences in the intel-
lectual, physical, artistic and manual field, This i1l offord them an
opportunity of getting to kuaov themsclves and the teachors to observe
the pupil's vork trying tc discover vhere they shoi thoir greatest
capacities, \

The origin of difficuities that have Seern fovnd in the vay of cs-
tablishing a favorable atmosphere for that pre-vbcationsa’ sclvities
. lies certainly in the Spanish and even in the ~Greck and Latin tradi-
tion, vhich displayed a visible content for manual work entircly left
to slaves in those-civilizations. ' )

A recal vork of persuaizion 1s made necessary in crder %o convinco
the parents of the advantages children will find, Ry not ~ocmpelled by
external motioato foszo tholr sspacitics or lnclinabtliong.

The academical aspect regarding the pian of studics bears in mind
scvaral gencral pcdagogicezl principles and some facts and phonorena
peculiar to the Mexican enviroament. o

Here they are: -

l - Secondary education has itg owz aims anc characteristics
vhich differ from other u:ities of the cducational sy

2 = Organic articulation betwecn sccondary and elomentary
education. o _ | '

3 - Organic articulation of secondary schools with the univoer-
sitiecs and other institutions, _

i = The plan of studies mast be built up on thoe princinle of
- ecconomy of time and effort., n

5 = The vhole plan of studies must undergo = roform according s
to social progress and neceds.

o

The folloving plen has been sugges -ithin thcsc principles:

“

Plan of studies for fedecral sccondary schoolis

CORNT oo LDV TR L TS 0o

First ycar ¢ hours Ly
First course of mathematics. Hr - mt’allsr

Arithmetics, Elemchts of Geometry and notions of
Algebrassseeessesscnsoscrunosicanatoanasonarsona 5
First course of Biological Scioncoé‘& Psecntially
BOLaANICSeesseaoeseseacososesnasesansenconanaanssea 5
First course of SpPanish. .. :oocovc-nasorsncsnsnsann 1
Physical Geography..: cennecqvessncoecesccnsnacsadn
CiviOBeiencecosenacasoovanessncnscosnceinonescnno 2
Imitation Drawinge.eececsnsonnnsnonsoseeanceconenns 3
MUSECovesananesnonoeanneionsasoennseoocanssessane L
WOrKk=ShoPSecasecsvetonovvonnnorsoesecascensnncasass 2

Physical Cultureoool.o.uanarxg.uoono.eooooooogocoo

f
!
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N
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Number of hours by

E i s
dleqtlves week,

3 hours
English and French
Second year . ’

Second course of Mathoaatlss~ Algebra and Plane

=

Geom.etry.q.uo..oeqceo.ooouu_-eoa:--’ooeoo-oaooooo.oo.
Second course of Biological Scisnces -Essentially
ZoologuO....."...‘.lﬂ"oﬂ..ﬂc~ﬂ"¢n-"...........

Phys1cs.......................anyaua...,.........
Universal Geography - Essentfally human.......c..
Second COUNSQ. OFf . TPONISHe cuewe e s oo oossooaseseasnss.
Construct;ve_Draw1ng,ﬁ.....,a,,..,......,,...,...
Work shops..,g.,sjoj....,....oo....,=°....=...mm.
Civiqs.,....;....,.;.ﬁ.,....,.a..;..,2....,,,....

Music....-.....o.o..o,.a..-..-.a.eo..;,..,....-..-_..,.,.

Physical Cultureuo-p.ooonneo-uoaOveoaa»u..c.uﬁt‘vu

NN DYWL W W

n
=3

Electives:

3 hours

English and French

2 hours

Instrumental Music

Short-hand

Organization gnd Administration of home

Third yéar

Third course of Mathematics - Geometry in Space
and Trigqnorﬂetryoooacwoca.oloozooooooonoo.oottatl
Third course of Biological Sciences-Anatomy-

Physiology and Hygien€.c.ccessscoossoscesscacoans
© CROMILS BT Y ¢ aeeosonvnoscruonseasioncscssnconsasssns
"Spanish and Spanish-American Litterature.cesesses
lexlco Of BCOZIIPNY 1o encecosossessecsscseascosensse
CivicSeeecsosrcastcoconsssoencencsscecsssacsasasce
History of MexXicCO..eeosecasecceocsocesssssseceocee
Universal History..oeccosesveccvacovosocscossasson
Physical Culture:ccouvceceesssciorssssnsscsonvessass
Modelllng.....;.................................e

= o ww P v W W

N,
~3

Electives:
2 hours
tlork-shops
Accountancy
Commercial Arithmetic
ﬂ2 hours
English

French-
.German
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In March 1935, a Federal decree @lacing under exclusive State con-
trol the whole secondary education reaffirmed pfinciples and drev nev
lines for that grade of teaching, thus defining it in its article num-~
ber 2: , _
' "Forthwith one will understand by secondary educotion every
kind of education which linked to elementary education or having it,as
8 necessary antecedent shall impart general knowledge cither as an
ailm or as a means, even under the pretext of being a better prenara ion
for studies of higher culture " .

On the other hand, the article number 3 made compulsory the
attendance of secondary'school for the continuation of studies in any

ntermedlate or higher school, establishing?that: ..

No intermediate or higher educational institution may receive
as a regular or irregular pupil, or pupil of any kind; any one who
would not, as a minimum condition for admission have finished his
secondary education in an official establishment or in a school
expressly authorized by the State®. '

In June of the same year (1935) Professor Juan Salazar, Head of

the Department of Secondafi Bducation, submitted to the Institute of

Social Orientation a new plan for secondary education, justifying
i1t with many details and ending with' the following conciusion:

1 - Characteristics and specific finalities of the Socialist
Secondarv Schoo“u . : . .

A) =. It is a Middle~Education School. Through its educational
method it approach0s primary school courses. By reason of its continuit
and because it can offer to all,equal possibilities of cultural progres -
it tends to establish the “unlque schooll, '

B) - It is a Democratic School, Being free to all; Secondary

- Bducation offers equal opportunities to all, so they may acquire a

popular middle-instruction. .

C) = It is a pratical Instruction. The Secondary Socialistic
School does not teach abstract matters, but real facts. It -does not
look upon Science as'an end by itscif;but uses its teaching and practi-
cal applications for the benefit of hunanity. '

D) - It is Pro-Vocational., The Secondary Socialistic School
admits the adolescent who after leaving primary school has no definite
ideas as to his future career. Therefore, his natural vocation and
abilities as well.as'his orientation must be explored by Secondary
Instruction, _ _ |
E) -~ It is the School of Cooperation. It adopts for its basic
organization, both coojeration énd'the collective systen,

Consequently, onc o the requisites fof entering school is that
every pupil must join the consumer's or coopépative societieg, ’



2 - Organization

A) - Orientations, In accordance vith the characteristics and
¢1na11tlcs of Socialistic instruction, its organizatiocn is a3iusted
to the necessities of the corrtunity, being therefore in zlose relations
to social and economic probiems which tend to transform classical eco-
nomy, and the elimination of castes and social classes,

B) - Technicsal aspect. In order to develop the general plan
of education functions, each secondary school has a committee made up
of the school principal; three permanent in istructors, who besides
devoting most of their time to a particular school, will act as general
advisors in regard to the curriculum and other activities; three
visiting teachers; one student out of each grade or class; and one
representative of parents.

The commi%%G&.; will attend to general school -‘work and organization
of other special groups or cormittees; while students take an active
part in the management of individual institutions ~ with proper -  Limi-
tations, ﬂ '

In order to commect pupile with teachers, students must remain
at school a large part of their leisure time, studyiugin the library,
taking part in games, sports, excursions, cultural meetings, etc.

C) - Social Agpett. The modern school takes an active part in
the 1life of the community; ‘it exalts labor leaderg,and try 'to give equal
rights to all, ,

D) - Co-education. Cons ‘deﬂlng that school is the reflex of
Society, and that both men and women are destined *o live q001a11y
together, the Socialist Secondary School adopﬁsao educatio

Plan and school courses. The characte sristics and fina 11t1es of
8001a11st1c Secondary Education, having been previously aitored” and
substitued by other materials better adjusted to the aims of this
schools., In order to fulfil’ its Prevocational tentencies, workshops ,
will be opened,; that may offer students an opportunity to discover their
vocations and natural abilities, °

The new plan fights against the. predominance of academnic teaching
and stablished conmnexion among similar branches of knowledge.

5 - Contests of the Educational Plan,

I~-S0CTAL SCIR N C 28

1 « History, including two courses, Cne of thewm will reveal
the origin of human socieby and othor factors of Doph]l“ evolutions,as
explained by historical materialism and thesis of class~struggle,

2 -~ Civics presenting three courses. A critical study or the
organization and evoluticn of Hexican socie tj through the various
stages of IHexican History, Analysis of institutions and »sgimes:important

economic conditions and their infliucnces upon social and political life;
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iabor anG agrarian lais; the'making up of soc lJllStlc conscience and
citizenship; training for ethic and sasthetic pe; sonalﬂty,
3 = Geography and Tleicental Cosmography, Three courses Study

of the world. Its origin and Dlace in the Universe; influence of is
characteristics and regourvss; as related to iife and huwon nece bSlt'bS
(modifiations thereos), Hummm knowledge wwill extend everywherenhspecifl
referencesshall be given to progress having close iaterdependence with
Mexico., . '

Inveatigations and other pratical courses and excursicns are included
therein. , |

IX - PH?SFCS AWD CHATISTRY

Two courses, Phenciena and their lawg, forming a scientific -concep-
ticn of the Universe, Origin and transformation of matter through natu-
ral agents (thercby eliminuting prejudices and superacitions),
Laboratory scisntific oxperiments for developing in students the spirit
of investigation and observabion, Scientific applications for natural
expioration - industrial ov artistic -~ with an aim to collective
benefit. o

Both scientific anc laboratory tests and investigations are consi-
~dered the basis for studfing the above wmentioned subject matters,
vesides serving to compare the educationsl progress-of Dupils,

13X “-;»Luijll ICS

Three courses. Calpu]ut:on, reasoning and through knowledge of
fundamental arithmetic, Lines, surfaces, volumes, dimogsions. Practical
application of this knowlsdge to ﬁhysics, chermistry, drawing, and
school~workshops,

IV =~ DLIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Three courses., Botany, Zoology, Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene.
Criginal units, compesition and function of organisms; plants and
animals; pratical application of biological knowledge to industries,
agriculture and other human activities. Scientific experiments;
laboratory worlk; academies and excursions.(all these matters will be
considered for testing educaticnal progress of students), 4

[N 1

Three courses of Spanish and threc oi English cr I'rench. llastering
of languages a.: a menns .of expression and comprehension of human
through iiterature, History of the languagc. Ideals, Funtaacntal lovs

Pratical applications,

Three years of stuay will be indispensable for every foreijn
langnage, so as to conquer wnatuenal difficuilties, such as reading and
interpre tatloxs“ Langurages ave cousidered an cultural instruments; but

never i auppismentil ingirucilon Jdevold of any »ractical importance,



' VI - GCHOOL *JORK-SHOPS
Three courseé° Personal abilities; pwqctice and natural vocations
of students for industrial or mechanical work, (Carpentry,Blacksmithing,
Tinsmithing, Basket-making, Book-binding, etc,) Intense work is now
demanded from students, as well as practical application of academic
knowledge for the solution of individual problems; »

- VII - ARTS | | '

Four courses., Including Imitative Drawing, Constructive -Drawing
Modelling, Singing (choruses). Cultivation of Art in its various as-
pects - as related to education. Developmeht,of essthetic vocations
and sentiments; pratical application of this instructicn to social life.,

VIII - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Three courses,.fymnastics { allsthenlcs,. Spor : base-ball,foot~
,ball games;atir'etic conteste; excursions as a means of developing
Strength and the maintenance of health,

.- Plan of studies

o

", i .
spanish. 0..........lid.eaﬂflﬁt’,ﬁﬁ-'9.90,9\3'2}#%,‘-"30’0'-:.(:'0‘28

Languages .(English or French}ocesssessszcsascesncacse
Civics (Origin and evolution of social institutions:

N =

Home, Society, Govermnment, etc).cs-cosvvoocons 3
Geocgraphy (Astronimic; Physical)seosuscoecsssssss oo 3
Biclogy (Plant life; Elemental Microbology¥).«ec.ccse 3
Mathematics (Arithmetic and Elemental Algebra)s:.... Ly

Practical lessons. Work~shops
Drawing..‘..l.oulao,oenoo}u‘ootoo'nooaauccovuoneuc-ocoe- 2
Musical instructiOﬂ,(ChOVu eSInooaoaoooa;ecooxJﬁggﬂp 2 .
Phy31°al CultureogmmmJouuao:o;uuoonacavo.aon»cusoocc 5
work-Shopsloloc-oocoaauconu.b:ocouqueth;yyg'ﬁpggpug, u

Botanical ‘practices in the study-ucom,.

32 ha,
Second year .

SpaniShouo.oo-.--oooo-oeo:aumuaaanm&oom}umumacotarsm
Languages (English 0r French o o svsvaosovenas vponsve
Civics (Political and social problems of Mexico,

w

before and after the Revolution - 1910 ) ccucoos o cee 2
Economic, and Social Geography (related to Mexico and
America)OO.....‘OD'O.GISDOOQSJQHtﬂ@ﬂnu&.ucﬂe"&ﬂﬁic'}ﬁﬁe&@ 5

History of Mexico (From prehistorical -times up to our
present day)....QQOOOOGc--ueaﬁﬂulna::eeﬂt}'da#ovncoeuo@oa

\Jl
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BiOlOgY (A«nimal 1ife)anoonau-eooooowonen.ouonce:a aca

Mathematics (Algebra and Plane GEOMELTY)e.osnssscas

PhYSiCS.QOOQBOOQOW!OCeon;nnaacnaeooconaoeaoaauununb

—————

-PI\N W\

2
Practical lessons,'/ork-shops

DraWingoocgoooaooooooooooooJoJGoveﬁapcjepomocmﬁams;ﬁ
Music (Singing Chpruseﬁlaamomo;e&epsﬂﬂun@ehumumupasﬁ
PhySical‘CnltuPEQJ-p.ao-oooucn'Joneﬁana-éangu=é-€coh

W N

WorkshopS.......-.-..1...oa.na.n.le¢=¢u.ai.agoéqunam
Scientific and laboratory experiments (Physics and

ZOOIOgY)Qioooooooooo.oooaooo.n.oogo,nana:ax-er:nea:-:u‘

B e e

36 hs,

Spanish language (Spanish-American Literature)nfseac
Foreign Languages (English or French)sceesscocosonss
Civics (Economic -problems of the lMexizan peépléu _
Agrarian and Labor Legislation)scecvsveococsscscsans -2
Economic and Social Gepgraphy)tincluding,pthpr__ |

Continentsleeeseseacaracaiososnssacsnsccesnccnnneces 3
Universal History (from ancient times to our, present \

W

W

day).".l...l.........OGi".'.OBﬁ-O.oIIOBnﬂn-u\bcorst‘-'v’eé 7,\‘1(-)
Biology (Biology and Hygiene related to human 1ifei,.
Mathematics,ﬂGeomstry,of~spaqe.fl‘rtigonometry)oca.u;uM

W N W

Chemistry.......-....e...u..en.g»......oueng«uaoa@=ae

L Ty

2l

Practical lessons,Work-shops

n

Drawing,Mpdelling (wood-carving,Plaster figures)....
MuSIiCeescessessnscascossscosscevesiocnaronunsconnrcose.
Physical cultuUresssescecoecscoeresosscacnncecsnnonas
Work-shops (In the case of the secondary gchools for
girls,one course of child-breeding and home-economics! I

Laboratory experiments'(Chemistry and Anatomy)y.essss m,;fi____

.. 12

. . ) Pl
Totaleseesvnnocsovcoveavenocwons 56 hs,

W H
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~IV- -
FORIATION OF TEACHERS FOR ST CONDARY _EDUGATION

The fornatlon of sccondary school- teachers is a basic problem
Wlthout which none of ‘the others relating to education can be solveds;,
Government pays to it a special attention within the cnow orientation,.

In 1938, the Preparatory Institute for sccondary tecachers ente-
red into a phase of consolidation, as we may see from the declaration
of its General Secretary in the plan ol studies we transcribe here,
precceded by an exposition which settles the lines followed by the Goe-
vernment ag to thiés problem,

_ "Once the "Universidade Nacional got free from the exactions
of .the reformed Constitutional art.3, there rose the problem of the
acquisition of teachers for secondary education; the refered article
claimed for teachers with an adequate preparation and firm conviction;
. the mere knowledge of the doctrine with details of erudition could mt
be sufficient to meet the needs of that conétitutional order and the
working classes of the country.

‘For that reason, the Seeretary of Public Education began its
. first efforts for thc establishment of an Institute meant for. the
formation of seconda ry teachers following the oricntations of art®
3, in order to meet the pedagogical needs of secondary schools, and
with an efficient scientific preparation accordinf to the exigencics
of the programs, ’

On the other hand, the purpose or the Mexican State to spread
the benefits of a posteelementary education until the most far off
regions of the country, presented the problem in an urgent way, COne.
81der1ng that the oconomical ressources were not sufficient to pay
wages for teachers living in the cltles and who should be requested
for schools in the hinterland,

Even putting this factor aside, the constant progress of sciene
ce suggests the need of . periodical actualisation of the scientific
background of teachers and for that purpose it is necessary to have
an Institution properly adjusted to the secondary edueation grade,
and its teaching under all points of view, doctrinary, pedagogical
and scientific, ' .

What has been said,- shows the needs which account for the ese
tablishment of the "Instltuto de Preparacidn del Professorado de Se~
gunda Ensenanza', L

Its beginning was extremely modest, it contained but a few ine
formal courses.for improvemcnt of the secondary school=teachers of
the Hinterland, Those courses last for a mouth and a half and generale
ly take place towards the end of the holidays, .

Afterwards, the "H.Conscjo Nacional de Educacidn Superior y de
la Investigacidn Cientifica®, taking as a foundation for its study an
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essay of the "Dcpartamento de la Ensenanza Secundaria", drew a plan
of organization for the "Instituto de Preparacidn del Professorad®
Secundario” with the following characteristicsy _

A common basis for all specializations; that basis includes:
subjects with a pedagogical character corresponding to the evolutive
phase of the popnlation-attending the secondary schools; subjects
with a doctrinary character allowing the teacher of getting a clear
conciousness of the social aims of mexican education; and subjects
with a cultural and methodological initiation which are indispensable
to any specialization one intends to cultivate,

Starting from this common basis, derive several directions who-
se subjects are entitled to give a specialized preparation for the
field to which the teachir will be devoted, |

Here are those plans of studies: ‘

Teacher of Hibstory

SOCIAL SCIENCES Teacher .of Civics
' Teacher of Geography

. BIOCLOGICAL SCIENCES Teacher of Biblcgical Sciences

LENGUAGES ‘ Teacher of Languages %era Ban:lsh

Teacher of iodern Eanguages .

, ) . Teacher of Mathematics
PHYSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES Teacher of Physics
Teacher of Chemistry

Those courses are ordered in semesters and each speciality
lasts for six semesters, '

Courses for teachers of the hinterland are now under the same
requirements as to the extent, level and orgarization.

. To reach this point being considered the conditions under
which work the pupils of the hinterland, it was necessary to organi-
ze the activities in such a way as to permit the teachers to have
their lessoms by corresvondence; but, as this method. is anyway in-
sufficient,at the end of the semester the teachers havé.a‘month and

. a half of intenqivé study, This is on the holydays and the teachers
“have to prove their imprbvement in order to be prometed.

By this way, the Institute helps the secondary schools of the
hinterland, increasing the level of the teachers and gives them an
-opportunity to get in contact with a center of scientific and higher

preparation. '

From now on, financial difficulties having been overcome, scien-
tific assistency was been given not only to the teachers which work
in the federal secondary schools but'to the teachers-:of the same gra-
de working in institutions maintained by local, authorities,
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PLAN OF STUDIES

Requircemonts for admission

To be ontitled in clomentary tceaching
(arrcer of lasting for 5 to 6 ycars)

To be bacholor graduate (in qonnoxion
vith the cspeciality ono intends to

1.
2o

5

1,

1
2,
e
L
5.

follow).

DEPARTMENT OF PEDAGOGICAL AND CONNECTING SUBJECTS ;

- Compulsory -

General Psychologye 2 3 90
Psychology of the Adolescent 1 3 45
Measurements of mental capacitiocs and its
connoxions with Vocational Guidance - 2 3 90 -
Objective mothods to estimate school =~
achicvements, ‘ 1 3 45
Grade organization 1 3 L5
Subject organization 1 3 L5
Education and its connoxions vith the Social
Regimo., 1 3 L5
DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL CULTURE SUBJECTS
- Conpulsory =

History of the Sciencos:
a)e. - Physics ond Mathematics 1 4 60
b). - Natural Scienccs ' 1 L 60
c)e - Human Scicnces 1 4 60
Logics ' 1 L 60
Sociology 2 3 90
Knowledge improvemont of a forcign language 2 3 90

SOCIAL SCIENCES ESPECIALIZATION

Carrcor of tceachers in civiecs
Foundamental subjccts,

Political Economy _ 2 3 90
Economical structurc of Mexico of to day R L5
Agrarian legislation 1 3 L5
Work legislation 1 3 L5
Connecxions betwoen tho individual,the fanily '
the cormunity and the State in the present
rogime and in the socialist regime. 1 3 L5

Sem, Hs, Total Hs,

I’





